
       
 

Volvo Ocean Race Mykidstime Family Guide to Galway 

 

Welcome to the Volvo Ocean Race Mykidstime Guide to Galway.  We have put together some 

suggestions to make your family’s visit to Galway as enjoyable as possible.  As parents ourselves, we are 

delighted to share with you some of the family friendly spots round our favourite city in the West of 

Ireland!  And we look forward to joining you at some of the fabulous events during the Volvo Ocean 

Race Stopover.  And remember: be safe and careful with kids around water.  

The Mykidstime Team 

 

Top Ten Things to do at Volvo Ocean Race Galway  

 

1. Visit the Boats! 23rd May – 6 June Race Village 
2. Have fun at the Race Village 23rd May – 6 June Race Village 
3. Enjoy the Circus 29th May – 1st June South Park & Eyre Square 
4. Be a Museum Detective  23rd May – 6 June Galway City Museum 
5. Marvel at the street performers as you walk the 

Green Dragon Route 
23rd May – 6 June Green Dragon Route 

6. Watch the In Port Racing 29th May – 1st June Salthill 
7. Volvo Ocean Race Simulator 23rd May – 6 June Race Village 
8. Model Boat Racing 23rd May – 6 June Race Village 
9. View the Volvo Experience at The Dome 23rd May – 6 June Race Village 
10. Enjoy a treasure hunt at the Salthill Family Fun 

Day in aid of Enable Ireland 
Sunday 7th June Salthill  

 

 



       
 

What’s On 

 

Here’s our pick of the events during the Volvo Ocean Race: 

Event Dates and Times Location 
Volvo Ocean Race Fleet Arrivals Sat 23 and Sun 24 May On The Bay 

Seanchaí Niall de Búrca Storytelling: 

Between the Devil & the Deep 
Sat 23 May 12:00 – 13:00 & 

15:00 – 16:00 
Galway City Museum 

Opening Ceremony Sun 24 May 10pm Race Village 

In Port Racing Sat 30 May 1pm On The Bay 

Departure Ceremony Sat 6 June from 11am Race Village 

Search and Rescue Simulation by the RNLI Fri 29 May On The Bay 

Red Arrows Display Sat 30 May 12 noon On The Bay 

Trad on the Prom Sun 31 May 7.30pm Race Village 

The Mulkerrin Brothers Lá na Gaeilge 1 June 7.30pm Race Village 

Youth Ballet West Tues 26 May Race Village 

Volvo Ocean Race Attractions 

¶ The Simulator 

¶ Model Boat Racing 

¶ The Grinder Challenge 

¶ The Dome 
 

23 May – 6 June Race Village 

Galway City Museum Tours and Exhibition 23 May – 6 June Galway City Museum 

The Puma Mast Challenge 23 May – 6 June Race Village 

Galway Greyhound Stadium Open Day 
Thu 28 May 

Galway Greyhound 

Stadium 

An Púca Fri 29 May - Mon 1 June Eyre Square 

Spraoi The Box Sat 30 May 5pm Spanish Arch 

Galway Community Circus and Circus 

Gerbola 
Fri 29 May Mon 1 June Nimmo's Pier 

Family Art Workshop: Make your own 

Galway Hooker 

Sat 30 May 12:00 – 13:30 & 

15:00 – 16:30 
Galway City Museum 

That Man Show Sat 30 May 7pm Race Village 

Tumble Circus Fri 29 May - Mon 1 June Race Village 

http://www.galwaycitymuseum.ie/calendar-of-events/volvo-ocean-race-events/
http://www.galwaycitymuseum.ie/calendar-of-events/volvo-ocean-race-events/
http://www.galwaycitymuseum.ie/calendar-of-events/volvo-ocean-race-events/


       
 

Things to do in Galway City 

 
Indoor 

¶ Try out the Kids Detective Sheet at the Galway City Museum (FREE) 

¶ Visit Galway Atlantaquaria and see if you can spot the octopus 

¶ Leisureland at Salthill has three pools including kids pool with water slide and pirate ship 

¶ Galway City Library has a wonderful children’s book section with toys and seats (FREE) 

¶ Hipkidz at Briarhill is great for older kids, combines fun and exercise at the same time.  Wild 

Nettle Café onsite as well. 

¶ Soft play areas in the City: Monkey Business at Knocknacarra and Planet Entertainment Centre at 

the Galway Shopping Centre, Headford Road. 

¶ Take in a matinee at Eye Cinema, Wellpark. 

                                                
Outdoor 

¶ Lady’s Beach and Grattan beaches at Salthill (FREE) 

¶ Take a Boat Ride on The Corrib Princess 

¶ Playgrounds – see our favourites list below (FREE) 

¶ Feed the swans at The Claddagh  (FREE) 

¶ Walk the length of the Salthill Promenade (don’t forget to kick the wall at the end, a good old 

Galway tradition) 



       
 

Where to Stay 

 
Please mention Mykidstime Volvo Ocean Race when Booking 

 

The Ardilaun Hotel 

Taylor's Hill, Galway, 

Tel: + 353 (0)91 519 794 

Fax: + 353 (0)91 521 546 

Email: info@theardilaunhotel.ie 

Web: www.theardilaunhotel.ie  

The Ardilaun offers luxury 4 Star Galway 

Accommodation in a tranquil setting.  Leisure 

Club with Pool, Sauna, Steam Room, Jacuzzi, 

Gymnasium and Avalon Beauty Salon. Situated 

close to Salthill and City Centre. 

  

Renvyle House Hotel 

Connemara, Galway 

Tel: + 353 (0)95 43511 

Fax: + 353 (0)95 43515 

Email: info@renvyle.com  

Web: www.renvyle.com  

 

Winner of 'Georgina Campbell Family Friendly 

Hotel of the Year 2009'.  Also in the 

Bridgestone Guide '100 Best Places to Stay in 

Ireland 2009', very family friendly 

Days Hotel Galway 

Dublin Road, Galway 

Tel: +353 (0)91 381200 

Fax: +353 (0)91 753187 

Email: info@dayshotelgalway.com  

Web: www.dayshotelgalway.com 

 

Days Hotel offers 308 spacious and 

contemporary bedrooms and family suites, 

extensive leisure facilities, Bar Solo, Ruebens 

Restaurant, the Friendly Fellows Kids Club and 

extensive free parking 

The Twelve Hotel 

Barna, Galway 

Tel: +353 (0)91 597000 

Fax: +353 (0)91 597003 

Email: enquire@thetwelvehotel.ie  

Web: www.thetwelvehotel.ie  

12 Minutes from Galway City set in the 

celebrated beauty of the west.  Award winning 

Boutique hotel with flexible family style one & 

two bedroom suites. Family friendly 

restaurants, gourmet dining and live 

entertainment. This is the family life, Irish 

style. 

  

  

  

mailto:info@theardilaunhotel.ie
http://www.theardilaunhotel.ie/
mailto:info@renvyle.com
http://www.renvyle.com/
mailto:info@dayshotelgalway.com
http://www.dayshotelgalway.com/
mailto:enquire@thetwelvehotel.ie
http://www.thetwelvehotel.ie/


       
 

  

Where to Eat 

 

¶ Milano's,  Middle Street is very baby friendly, great pizzas 

¶ Mustard, Middle Street has Mini burgers perfect for wee ones 

¶ Arabica at Galway Atlantaquaria is right beside aquarium and play park 

¶ Mocha Beans, Edward Square has buggy parking and high chairs 

¶ Lohan's, Salthill Their kids menu is as Gaeilge as well! 

¶ Da Roberta's, Salthill with great pizza and pasta selection 

¶ Eddie Rocket's, Eglinton St and Wellpark has free crayons and colouring sheets 

¶ The Huntsman, Wellpark, elegant pub with child’s menu and colouring sheets and crayons 

¶ Living Room, Bridge St has very friendly staff 

¶ Ed's New York Pizza, Prospect Hill, Eyre Square (next to Cuba) with an emphasis on fresh, healthy 

ingredients 

 

Playgrounds 

 
¶ Millenium Children’s Park, by Galway Cathedral 

¶ Toft Park by Galway Atlantaquaria 

¶ Claddagh Park, Claddagh 

¶ Lough Atalia Park, on Lough Atalia Road 

¶ Cappagh Road Park, Knocknacarra 

 

 

 



       
 

Other Suggestions 

 
¶ Take a walk by the river at Dangan, start off at the Sports grounds, head down the hill to the river 

and walk past the Teahouse (old restored ruin) and along to the NUI Galway campus.  You’ll see 

lots of nature on the way. 

¶ Combine a trek through Barna Woods with a stop at the Cappagh Park playground, (we love the 

great long slide!) 

¶ Head for Ballyloughnane Beach at Renmore (take the road down the hill across from GMIT) and 

explore this long beach 

¶ Visit www.mykidstime.ie for lots more suggestions for things to do while you are in Galway 

 

Shopping 

 
¶ Wooden Heart, Quay Street has a lovely selection of quality toys 

¶ Early Learning Centre in Eyre Square Shopping Centre 

¶ Classic Gifts in Corbett Court (the side entrance to Eyre Square Shopping Centre) has unusual 

gifts and toys 

¶ Stock up on nappies or juice at Centra at Salthill or Dunnes supermarket on lower floor of Eyre 

Square Shopping Centre 

 

http://www.mykidstime.ie/


       
 

FAQ’s 

Where can we park? There will be a park and ride system in place from Ballybrit Racecourse. More 

information will be available from galwayvolvooceanrace.com closer to the event. 

Where is the Race Village located? The Race Village is located at Galway Docks with two entry points at 

Forthill St & New Dock St 

Where does the Green Dragon Route go? The Green Dragon Route (4km) goes from Eyre Square down 

past the Race Village and round the Claddagh to Salthill Promenade.   

Where can we change baby? You can change baby in these places: 

¶ Look for the booth in the Race Village or ask at an information point 

¶ Boots, Shop Street (Have to request the key from the nearby photo counter); 

¶ Mothercare in Eyre Square Shopping Centre and there’s also a dedicated changing room near the 

toilets in the Centre;  

¶ Debenhams (2nd floor) 

Where are public toilets located?  

You’ll find public toilets at the Race Village, on Salthill Promenade and at the bottom of Eyre Square 

Shopping Centre (20c)  

Where are cash machines located? 

¶ There are 4 ATM locations on Eyre Square 
o Outside Ulster Bank at the top of Eyre Square 
o Irish Permanent beside The Skeff bar 
o AIB at the bottom of Eyre Square 
o Bank of Ireland at the top of Eyre Square 

¶ Eyre Square Shopping Centre: one near the Early Learning Centre and one inside and one outside 
Dunnes supermarket 

¶ Bank of Ireland on Mainguard Street 

¶ AIB Lynch’s Castle on Shop Street 


